MARLBOROUGH
you brought the Bishop of Rochester a letter from Robert Young,
under the false name of Dr Hookes.
BLACKHEAD : Yes, I did.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : Can you know that letter when you
see it ?
BLACKHEAD : I cannot tell, I doubt I cannot know it.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : Here it is (and it was given into his
hand); is that the same letter you delivered the Bishop ?
BLACKHEAD : I am not sure it is.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM: : Consider it well; look on the super-
scription, you cannot but remember that. You began to be
somewhat ingenuous last Friday; if you relapse it will fare the
worse with you.
BLACKHEAD : Yes, this may be the letter; this is the very
same letter.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : But what made you, when you were
at Bromley the second time, so earnestly desire of the Bishop's
butler, and his other servants, that you might see the rooms in
the house, especially his study ?
BLACKHEAD : No, I do not remember that I desired to see the
study. The house I might out of curiosity.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : But here are some of the Bishop's
servants without, who are ready to swear, that you pressed very
often to get a sight of his study. . . .
BLACKHEAD : I cannot deny that I did desire to see the Bishop's
study. . . .
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : What reason had you to be so
importunate to see that or any of the other rooms ? Had you
any paper about you that you designed to drop or leave in any
part of the Bishop's house ?
Here Blockhead stopped as very loth to out with it; till divers of the
lords urged him to tell the truth. At last he went on, though with much
hesitancy.
BLACKHEAD : Yes, I must confess I had a paper in my pocket
which I designed to put somewhere in the house.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : What did you with it ?
BLACKHEAD : I did leave it in the parlour next the kitchen.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : In what part of the parlour ?
BLACKHEAD : In the flowerpot in the chimney.
At this the Bishop broke in.    " Good Lord bless me! "
he cried.    "I seriously protest.    I never heard that any
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